
LOVE THE LORD
Lesson Thirty - How does God’s Law on idolatry apply to me?
August 2023

Summary of key points

● God first laid down His law in written format to Moses, when He made a covenant with the

Israelites.

● A covenant is a permanently binding agreement between two parties that comprises promises

made to one another.

● Like Himself, God’s law is “perfect, trustworthy, right, clear, pure, everlasting, true, and fair.”

● The old covenant relationship required blood sacrifices for sin made by priests.

● When Jesus came, He made a blood sacrifice on the cross for our sins and became our High

Priest. This became the new covenant.

● The new covenant does not abolish the old covenant Law, which covers many, many warnings

against worshipping idols.

● Jesus has said, “I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets… not

even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved.”

● The Bible shows us that the worship of idols is really the worship of demons, which is forbidden in

God’s Law. God calls us adulterous if we worship idols/demons.

● Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit under the new covenant. We cannot participate in the

worship of idols/demons.

Watch the lesson online

https://youtu.be/5evlCVrvOoA

Transcript

Welcome to lesson 30 of Love the Lord. Before we go any further to talk about Satan’s schemes, we first

need to take a look at what God’s law says about idolatry.

We will begin by inviting God to speak to us personally through this study. Please follow along as we pray

together. Click pause at any point if you need more time.

First, let’s thank God for His perfect character and His perfect will for us.
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Next, please tell Him about the things that have been stressful and ask for His help and guidance.

Let us put down our burdens of sin and confess the ways we have sinned against God and against others,

and ask for His forgiveness.

Please also confess the ways others have sinned against us, and forgive them in Jesus’ name.

Next, let us ask God to purify and open our hearts to receive His teaching.

Finally, please repeat these words, “In Jesus’ name, I silence all distractions and voices that are not from

God. Amen.”

Let's begin the lesson for today. How does God’s Law on idolatry apply to me? Let’s start with a broad

understanding of God’s Law and His covenants, both the old and new covenants, and how they relate to us

today.

God first laid down His Law in written format after He delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. God

instructed Moses to write down and record all His decrees and instructions on how they were to live and

how they were to deal with their sin. Most importantly of all, God made a covenant with them and called

them to be devoted to Him alone.

Exodus 34:27 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write down all these instructions,  for they represent the

terms of the covenant  I am making with you and with Israel.” (NLT)

A covenant is an agreement that is more significant and more permanent than any written contract.

Similar to a marriage, a covenant is based on a devoted relationship between two parties. It is founded on

promises to one another that are forever binding. When we accept Jesus as our Saviour, we enter into a

covenant relationship with God. This is a relationship that is sacred and eternally binding.

Jeremiah 50:5 … They will bind themselves to the Lord with an eternal covenant that will never be

forgotten. (NLT)

God promises to be forever faithful to His covenant and never fail to love us when we love Him and obey

the commands in His Law. God constituted His Law for our good. It is not meant to be a legalistic

rule-book that we use to judge and beat one another down with.

Daniel 9:4-5 … “O Lord, you are a great and awesome God! You always fulfill your covenant and keep

your promises of unfailing love to those who love you and obey your commands. But we have sinned

and done wrong. We have rebelled against you and scorned your commands and regulations. (NLT)
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Psalm chapter 19 verse 7 to 11 shows us that God’ Law is “perfect, trustworthy, right, clear, pure,

everlasting, true, and fair.” God’s Law is a reflection of His perfect character. God’s purpose for giving us

the Law is to “revive our souls, make us wise, bring us joy, give us insight, warn us against sin and

wickedness, and be a great reward for those who obey His Law.” God’s Law is indeed wonderfully good.

God’s first written Law to Moses can be found in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and

Deuteronomy.

Leviticus 5:15 “If one of you commits a sin by unintentionally defiling the Lord’s sacred property, you

must bring a guilt offering to the Lord. The offering must be your own ram with no defects, or you may

buy one of equal value with silver, as measured by the weight of the sanctuary shekel. (NLT)

This Law required God’s appointed priests to sacrifice the blood of animals as guilt offerings to purify the

people of their sins, even for the sins that they had committed unintentionally.

Leviticus 17:11 for the life of the body is in its blood. I have given you the blood on the altar to purify you,

making you right with the Lord. It is the blood, given in exchange for a life, that makes purification

possible. (NLT)

This is because the penalty for any sin is death. It is the sacrificial blood, given in exchange for a life, that

makes our purification possible.

Jeremiah 31:31-32 “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the

people of Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I

took them by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I

loved them as a husband loves his wife,” says the Lord. (NLT)

God knew that the Israelites would break their covenant with Him, in spite of HIs unfailing love and

faithfulness towards them. Through the prophet Jeremiah, God said that one day,

Jeremiah 31:33-34 “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel after those days,”

says the Lord. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will

be their God, and they will be my people… For everyone, from the least to the greatest,  will know me

already,” says the Lord… (NLT)

He would introduce a new covenant relationship. In this new covenant, the Law would not be written in

stone. Instead, it will be written deep within us — on our hearts.
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2 Corinthians 3:6 He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not of

written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in death; but under the new covenant, the

Spirit gives life. (NLT)

God will communicate with us directly so that we will know His thoughts and will through the presence of

the Holy Spirit in our hearts. This new covenant, however, would require a new priesthood and a new

system of sacrifice, both of which have been fulfilled in Jesus.

Hebrews 7:27-28 … But Jesus did this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the people’s

sins. But after the law was given, God appointed his Son with an oath, and his Son has been made the

perfect High Priest forever. (NLT)

Jesus offered Himself as the perfect, unblemished blood sacrifice to pay for our sins, and God made Jesus

the perfect High Priest who represents us when we go to God in prayer.

John 1:29,33 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who

takes away the sin of the world! … when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on

whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ (NLT)

As God and as our perfect High Priest, Jesus is the One who baptises us and fills us with the Holy Spirit.

Many significant things happened when Jesus died on the cross for our sins.

Firstly, the curtain to the most holy part of the temple was torn from top to bottom. That curtain

measured about 10 centimetres thick and eight metres tall. That’s almost three storeys high. No human

being would have been able to tear it apart nor would it have been ripped apart by accident on its own.

Matthew 27:50-51 Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. At that moment the curtain

in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split apart,

(NLT)

This most holy place represented the sacred inner sanctuary inside the Temple where God Himself would

be present. Only one appointed priest could enter that place once a year. If he entered whenever he liked,

he would die instantly. That was how holy and sacred that place was.

Leviticus 16:2 The Lord said to Moses, “Warn your brother, Aaron,  not to enter the Most Holy Place

behind the inner curtain whenever he chooses; if he does, he will die. For the Ark’s cover—the place of

atonement—is there, and I myself am present in the cloud above the atonement cover. (NLT)
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When God tore the curtain, He showed that we can now enter heaven’s Most Holy Place, directly into

God’s presence, because of the blood that Jesus shed on the cross for us. Jesus is our High Priest.

Hebrews 10:19-22 … we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. By his

death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. And since

we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, let us go right into the presence of God with

sincere hearts fully trusting him… (NLT)

But God did more than that. He places the Holy Spirit in believers and declares that our bodies are now

His holy temple. This is an incredible honour that is given to us at an incredible personal cost to God.

Therefore, we should honour God with our bodies.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you

and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So

you must honor God with your body. (NLT)

But just as the temple under the old covenant became defied by the people’s idols and other defiled

objects, we too can defile our bodies, God’s temple, with idols, and other defiled objects.

Jeremiah 32:33-34 My people have turned their backs on me and have refused to return. Even though I

diligently taught them, they would not receive instruction or obey. They have set up their abominable

idols right in my own Temple, defiling it. (NLT)

This is why we need to cleanse ourselves from everything that has defiled our body or spirit. We cannot

expect the Holy Spirit to remain in a place that is dirty and foul.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything

that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete holiness because we fear God. (NLT)

So to summarise, the old covenant was based on God’s law that required the work of human priests to

continuously make animal sacrifices to purify people of their sins in God’s temple on earth. Only one

priest could enter God’s presence in the holiest part of the temple once a year. It was the priests’ job to

keep the temple pure but we see that it was later defiled by sin and idols.

In the new covenant, the Holy Spirit writes God’s law in our hearts. Jesus is our perfect High Priest. He

made a one-time sacrifice for all our sins. Jesus sends his Holy Spirit into anyone who is baptised in His

name. With this, we become God’s temple. His presence dwells in us. We can talk to God at any time

whenever we pray in Jesus’ name.But this also means that we need to keep our bodies and spirits cleansed
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and not allow ourselves to be defiled by this world.

1. God’s law written in stone

2. Imperfect human priests

3. Continuous animal sacrifices

4. Physical temple on earth

5. God’s presence in Holy of Holies

6. Enter once a year

7. The priests kept temple pure

8. Temple was later defiled

1. God’s law written in our hearts

2. Jesus, our perfect High Priest

3. Jesus, one-time sacrifice

4. We are God’s temple

5. God’s presence in us

6. Enter anytime in Jesus’ name

7. We cleanse our bodies and spirits

8. Our temple can be defile

In this comparison between the old and new covenants, we see that though the way we gain access to God

has changed through the new covenant, God’s Law does not change. That is we need to study God’s Law in

the Old Testament too.

Matthew 5:17-18 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or

the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. I tell you the truth, until heaven

and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is

achieved. (NLT)

Jesus Himself specifically told us not to misunderstand why He came. Jesus did not come to abolish the

law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. Jesus went so far as to say that “until heaven and earth

disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved.”

To see a dramatic illustration of this, let us watch this testimony from a Jewish man who grew up in the

city of Tehran in Iran.

Transcript of testimony: “I remember I was a small child and my sweet mom teaching me Shema

Yisrael”. [Singing] “Sh'ma Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai eichad.” I went to a Jewish school in Tehran,

learning Hebrew, English, Farsi. They talked more about faith and what it is to know who this God is.

The God of Avraham, Yitzchak, v’Yaakov (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob). I remember every night praying to

Shema and just talking openly to God. In our family, things were going wrong. My parents were out of

sorts, fighting with each other. I had a tremendous ear-ache. And I remember my grandmother telling

my dad, "You need to bring a lamb, a sheep, and have the rabbi come and say Bracha (a blessing) and

sacrifice a lamb. We gathered around and we laid hands on the sheep. The rabbi prayed in Hebrew. And

I'll always distinctly remember that was for our wounds, for our sins. The minute that he slaughtered

the lamb, something amazing happened. My ear-ache went away.”
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This Jewish man’s family practised God’s Law under the old covenant where a priest or rabbi made a

sacrificial offering of a lamb for their wounds and their sins, and the man was immediately healed of his

earache. This did not happen thousands of years ago, it happened in our modern times. As believers under

the new covenant, we don’t need to go through such rituals. We simply go directly to God with Jesus as

our High Priest and sacrificial Lamb for our purification and healing. But we do need to study God’s Law

because it obviously is still at work today.

As we study God’s Law, we will notice that God has given many, many warnings against worshipping

idols, which people have ignored.

2 Kings 17:12-13 Yes, they worshiped idols, despite the Lord’s specific and repeated warnings. Again and

again the Lord had sent his prophets and seers to warn both Israel and Judah: “Turn from all your evil

ways. Obey my commands and decrees—the entire law that I commanded your ancestors to obey…”

(NLT)

Our Lord is the one true God who created everything. He is the only One who can bring genuine salvation.

Isaiah 45:20,22-23 …What fools they are who carry around their wooden idols and pray to gods that

cannot save! Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no other … Every knee will

bend to me, and every tongue will declare allegiance to me.” (NLT)

God is deeply grieved by those who break His covenant of love to run after idols. God calls us adulterers

and our actions, evil and detestable.

Ezekiel 6:9 … —how I have been grieved by their adulterous hearts, which have turned away from me,

and by their eyes, which have lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves for the evil they have

done and  for all their detestable practices. (NLT)

By abandoning the Creator who made us and gives us life, we stir up His jealousy and provoke His fury.

Deuteronomy 32:15-17 Then they abandoned the God who had made them… They stirred up his jealousy

by worshiping foreign gods; they provoked his fury with detestable deeds. They offered sacrifices to

demons, which are not God… (NLT)

Wemay not be aware that when we worship other gods, we are in reality, making sacrifices to demons.

This is why those who worship idols will end up in the fiery lake of burning sulphur.
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Revelation 21:8 “But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice

witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the

second death.” (NLT)

This is the place of eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons — as well as those who worship

them, whether knowingly or unknowingly.

Matthew 25:41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones,

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. (NLT)

This is why the apostle Paul repeats God’s Law and says in 2 Corinthians chapter 6, “What harmony can

there be between Christ and the devil? And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For

we are the temple of the living God… separate yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their

filthy things, and I will welcome you.” (2 Corinthians 6:15-17 NLT)

Paul was very familiar with the Law, as well as both the old and new covenant. He knew God’s heart and

feelings about idols.

Paul could not be more explicit when he admonished the church in 1 Corinthians chapter 10, “… Am I

saying that food offered to idols has some significance, or that idols are real gods? No, not at all. I am

saying that these sacrifices are offered to demons, not to God. And I don’t want you to participate with

demons. You cannot drink from the cup of the Lord and from the cup of demons, too… Do we dare to

rouse the Lord’s jealousy?” (1 Corinthians 10:19-22 NLT)

To get a sense of how strongly God feels about idols and demons, please turn to Leviticus and read chapter

26 out loud. You can click pause now to do so.

Welcome back.

Let us remember that God makes a covenant of unfailing love with those of us who obey His Law. In

Leviticus 26, God personally outlines all the blessings in store for us when we love Him and stay faithful to

Him. At the same time, it outlines horrendous suffering for worshipping idols and demons, which will

hopefully convince us to turn back to God again.

Deuteronomy 7:12 “If you listen to these regulations and faithfully obey them, the Lord your God will

keep his covenant of unfailing love with you, as he promised with an oath to your ancestors. (NLT)

We all need to recognise how hurt God is when our hearts are unfaithful and we go after idols. These are

not simply life-less fixtures passed down the generations in our Asian families or simply a facet of our
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cultures. The apostle Paul plainly states that there are demons at work behind these idols. What union can

there be between Jesus Christ and Satan and his demons?

Ezekiel 6:9-10 … They will recognize how hurt I am by their unfaithful hearts and lustful eyes that long

for their idols. Then at last they will hate themselves for all their detestable sins. They will know that I

alone am the Lord and that I was serious when I said I would bring this calamity on them. (NLT)

Ezekiel 6:9-10 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being

patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. (NLT)

Because our idols deeply grieve God and provoke His anger, we will spend the next few lessons going

through them in more detail so our eyes can be opened to the idols that God hates. Thank God for He is

patient, merciful, and long-suffering in His love for us. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but

wants everyone to repent. May we all love God and know His Law.

We have now come to the end of today's lesson. Here are the reflection questions for you to prepare

answers to before your small group meeting as well as a testimony to watch. We pray that you will be

blessed. See you next time.

Time for reflection

1. What is the purpose of having a legal system? 

2. What would happen if there were no laws on earth?

Watch the testimony for this lesson

Personal notes
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